Incorporating Phonics into ESOL & Basic Skills Instruction
Techniques and Activity Ideas for Each Component
Phonemic Awareness (oral)
· Picture cards- have ss sort by initial sound (no reading- only oral)
· Oral blending- say /c/ /at/ and have the student blend them together to “cat”, /m/ /o/ /p/( “mop”

· Say a word, have ss segment the sounds (“snack”- ss break down into  /s/ /n/ /a/ /k/)

· Hand out cards with a letter to ss, say a series of words, ss raise cards when they hear that sound (in initial, middle, final position)

· Do above activity with contrasting sounds (c/g, d/th, b/v, etc.) (ss raise appropriate card)
· Rhyming games – say word pairs and ss identify if they rhyme or not, 
Word Analysis

Letters/sounds (this part should be very brief)
· Keyword cards quick drill

· Vowel intensive

Introduce letters and their sounds gradually, in a logical sequence

Introduce vowels even more slowly

Decoding Words

· Use sound cards

· Tapping out sounds and blending

· Blending board

· Minimal pairs to focus on problem sounds (vowels or consonants)

cap
cop
sack
sock
lack
lock
lap
lop
· Worksheets (see Wilson worksheets)- different versions for different levels, allows you to work one on one with lower folks while others are busy
· Sort words (on cards) by 1st letter, by vowel, by blend, alphabetize, then read

Sight words

· Flash cards

· Arm tapping

· Air writing

· Tracing on table, on sandpaper

· Numbered on board

· Alphabetize sight word cards, then read

· Concentration (memory)

· Match picture to word

· Worksheets

· Sort pile of cards into sight words vs. regular words

· CLOZE exercises with sight word missing
Sentences

· Practice putting together decodable words and sight words

· Practice paying attention to punctuation, rhythm, intonation

· Underline sight words in red

· Tap out decodable words

· Chunk or scoop sentence for fluency in reading
Spelling
· Be sure students REPEAT after you- you can monitor their production of sounds, if they are hearing the word or sentence right

· Dictate sounds

· Dictate words- repeat, tap all sounds, tap each sound and write corresponding letter

· Dictate sentences

· Ideally, teach proofreading

· Different dictation formats (see workshop packet)
· BINGO- words, sounds, sight words, initial sounds, final sounds

· Games/activities: running dictation, CLOZE dictations (at different levels- blank out CVC words, sight words, phrases, prepositions/conjunctions, depending on the focus of class or skill level of Ss)
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