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 increases confidence in speaking 
 

 improves professional image 
 

 improves job performance 
 

 improves social relationships and 
interpersonal skills 

 



What should we teach? 
 

Should students be required to pronounce in a specific way?  
 

How much time should be devoted to pronunciation in class? 
 

What are some good resources? 



Intonation 

in·to·na·tion 
intəˈnāSHən  noun 
 
the rise and fall of the voice 
in speaking 

Google 

I tried to turn on the computer, but it doesn’t work. 

Did you buy that with a credit card. 



Types of Intonation 

Who’s going to read the next sentence? 
I live in Cambridge. 
Where does he live? 
Please, listen. 

Have you seen my cat? 
Is she here? 
Can I help you? 
Do you want one? 



• If I have time, I’ll help you with the homework. 

 

• At that time, I had three jobs. 

 

• He asked for a tutor, but he didn’t call him. 

Types of Intonation 

Nonfinal 

Introductory word/words 



• She bought bread, coffee and eggs. 

 

• David, get up, get a snack and start your homework. 

 

• To do this right, you’ll need, patience, time and luck. It’s complicated. 

Nonfinal Series or Lists 



Does she live here or in Florida? 

Nonfinal Choice 

Did she buy a kitten or a fish? 









Choice Series or Lists 

Introductory word/words 

Nonfinal 

I live in Cambridge. 
Where do you work? 

Is she here? 
Can I help you? 

Types of Intonation 



• “Native speakers connect,  or "link," words together… They connect  

the last sound of one word to the first sound of the next word.”  

Linking 

• Linking creates the smooth, uninterrupted sounds that are the key to natural, 

fluent-sounding speech. 

• Instead of saying "it's- a- cold- evening" with each word pronounced 

separately,  say "it sa col devening,"  and your speech will instantly sound 

more native-like. 

Mastering The American Accent 
Lisa Mojsin, M.A. 



Typs of Linkng 

Take the books over there. 

 

Please give it to Sue. 

 

What’s this? It’s a book. 

 Consonant to Vowel  / Vowel to Consonant 

 C –V             V – C 
Helen asked us for a $20 bill. 



Pronounce the two consonants as one long consonant sound, not as two 

separate words 

Let’s help Paul. 

 

Did you call Lisa? 

 

I had a hard day. 

 

We saw the big game on TV. 

 

Can I have more ribs? 

Consonant to Same Consonant 



When a stop is followed by another consonant, do not release the stop because 

it creates an awkward, extra syllable. 

 Who’s going to read the next sentence? 

 

 She knows it, but she says she can’t do it. 

 

 Don’t move. There’s a spider on your back. 

 

 Right now, the job market isn’t good. 

Stops and Continuants 



Insert a short w  - y between the vowel sounds. 

Examples 

go in 

I am 

know it 

buy it 

Linking Vowel to Vowel 



 Does he really love her? 

 

 Did he do the homework? 

 

 I don’t know him, but I’ll meet him. 

 

 Where is he? 

 

  Give her the letter today. 

Reduce he, him, his and her when any of 
these pronouns appear in the middle or 
end of statement or question. 

Reducing Pronouns 









Linking 

Consonant to Vowel  / Vowel to Consonant 

 C –V             V – C    

Consonant to Same Consonant 

Stops and Continuants 

Linking Vowel to Vowel 

Reducing Pronouns 





Sources: 

 
 

Mastering the American Accent 
Lisa Mojsin, M.A. 

ISBN-13: 860-1401483595 

 
Pronunciation Pairs 

Ann Baker & Sharon Goldstein 
ISBN-13: 978-0521678087 

 
 


