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Six Reading Activities that Develop Oral Skills

 
1.   Read Along Silently 
a.  Students read along silently as they listen to the teacher  or a recording of the text.  

b.  The teacher says You will now read this aloud. Do you have any pronunciation questions?

c.  Students identify problematic words and the teacher models the pronunciation as many times as necessary.

What’s the rationale?
· Gets students to reread with a mental focus on the sound of words. 
 
2.  Echo Reading
a. Students highlight the stressed words as the teacher reads aloud.  

b. The teacher reads aloud again and students repeat.

c. To better hear their own voices, students can plug one ear or cup their ears. 
What’s the rationale?
· Gets students to pay attention to stress and phrasing.
· Models accurate phrasing, intonation, and fluency.
 
3.  Choral  Reading
a. Students highlight the stressed words as the teacher reads aloud.  

b. Students read together in unison.

What’s the rationale?
· Gets student to pay attention to stress and phrasing.
· Provides support for weaker readers AND the everyone benefits from re-reading the text.
 4.  Silent Read and Repeat
a. Teachers read a line aloud.  

b. Students mouth the words (saying the line with no voice). 
c. Then students read the line aloud.
What’s the rationale?
· Focuses students on mechancial aspects of pronunictaion, the movement of the lips, jaw, cheeks, and tongue.
  
5.  Recorded Reading
a. Students record themselves reading a text.  

b. They listen to themselves and record until they are satisfied with their delivery.  

c. The teacher listens to the student’s recording and marks errors in the printed text.  The teacher records a model of the marked words so that the student can listen and record again. 
 What’s the rationale?
· Encourages repetitive reading, which builds fluency.
· Develops pronunciation.
· Requires students to self-assess. 
 
6.   Performance reading
a. Students select a poem, sentence, paragraph, or joke they like.

b. For homework, students practice reading aloud with expression and gestures. 

c. Students perform for the teacher.
 What’s the rationale?
· Provides a natural motivation for re-reading and lively expression.
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