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Dear Friends,

Having just joined the First Literacy team in July, I am honored to work with an organization 
with such a strong mission: to promote and improve adult literacy in our communities.

Here you will �nd data, which demonstrates the breadth and depth of our work. You will also 
�nd a few stories that underscore how truly important this work is, and what a di�erence your 
support makes.

One of this year’s Literacy Lab grant recipients is highlighted here. An adult learning program 
used the funding that we provided to bring science alive to the students in their classroom. 
With First Literacy funding, students enjoyed hands-on weekly science labs and new, creative 
lessons. �e students loved the new science curriculum and couldn’t wait for their next lab. You 
can read more about this project below.

�e scienti�c method also is a great way to approach this year’s Annual Report. At First 
Literacy, as when using the scienti�c method, we start with some questions: Why are there 
more than 36 million adults in the United States who cannot read, write, or do basic math? 
Why are less than 10% of those adults receiving the services that they need? And what can we 
do to change that? Our observations and hypotheses then follow: that teachers in adult 
education programs need access to high quality, free Professional Development so they have 
the most current methods and materials they need to teach adult learners; that Literacy Lab 
grants empower teachers to think of new and creative ways to teach adult education and 
English; and that Scholarships provide �nancial support for motivated adult learners to go on 
to college.

Our Annual Report provides you with the results of these approaches. You will see that the 
impact is great, and we hope to reach even more adult learners in the coming year. Your 
support makes all of this possible. �ank You!

Terry Witherell
Executive Director

THE
SCIENTIFIC
METHOD QUESTION

?

HYPOTHeSIZE

1.
2.
3.

OBSERVE

EXPERIMENT

IMPACT



Teaching science in the adult education classroom has its challenges. �ere is limited science 
curriculum geared for adult education students, and many programs lack the resources to 
purchase materials for hands-on science experiments. �e result is that science is o�en taught out 
of a textbook, with little opportunity to gain experience applying the scienti�c method. �e Joan 
Brack Adult Learning Center (JBALC) applied for a Literacy Lab grant to help address these 
challenges. �e goal of their project, Science Encounters, was to develop and implement a hands-on 
science curriculum, including weekly labs, for their students whose goal is to pass the High School 
Equivalency Test. �e classroom teacher, Ann Colvin, and Program Coordinator, Mary Lou Horn, 
worked together to develop the plans, purchase materials, and implement the classroom lessons. 
�e result of the project was a 12-week science curriculum that enabled students to apply and 
evaluate their use of the scienti�c method. Topics for the lessons and weekly labs included:

• Cells: Plants vs. Animals 
• Genetics, DNA
• States of Matter
• Magnetic and Electronic Forces

�e program now has a set of excellent lesson plans that can be used in future years, along with 
the needed lab equipment. Mary Lou Horn shared the long-term bene�ts of the project:

 Going forward, as new students enroll in our program each month, this project will reach  
 future learners. In addition, the equipment and supplies (microscopes, slides, cloud-pump,  
 air balloon, test strips, and other items) are available for repeated use for years to come.  

�rough First Literacy, the science lesson plans and supporting materials will also be available to 
other adult education programs in Massachusetts, further expanding the impact of this project. 

Perhaps most importantly, the JBALC students enjoyed the science classes, and 100 percent of 
the students who took the High School Equivalency Test passed the science subtest on the 
�rst try. Students enjoyed the class so much that even a�er passing the test they still wanted to 
participate. One student asked, “Can I sit in on the lab today? I know I passed the test already, but I 
want to join in.” 

First Literacy Lab grants provide needed funding for Massachusetts adult education programs to 
develop new curriculum resources and strengthen the education available to their students. In 
addition to Science Encounters, ten other programs received Literacy Lab funding. �e variety of 
projects speaks to the range of programs and students served by First Literacy. Other First 
Literacy Lab projects included:

• Volunteer in English: ESOL �rough Service-Learning Projects
• We Are All Immigrants: a play performed by ESOL students
• What Page Are You On? A program-wide one-book community for ABE students and teachers
• Family Literacy and Storytelling: ESOL curriculum using children’s literature and digital storytelling
• Parent Talk: An ESOL Unit for Parents of Very Young Children

In addition to sharing materials from all of the projects on our website, all Literacy Lab recipients 
present to the �eld at our annual First Literacy Lab Project Presentations, held each October.

With your support, First Literacy Lab grants help improve the classroom experience and success 
of adult learners throughout the state.

To learn more about the Literacy Lab initiative, go to                                                                              .

EXPERIMENT

Mujeres Unidas Avanzando 
students and staff 
volunteering at

The Daily Table as part of 
their service-learning 
Literacy Lab project

Blackstone Community 
Center students visit 

UMASS-Boston
as part of their

First Literacy Lab project.

Joan Brack Adult
Learning Center teacher 

Ann Colvin leads a 
science lab with her 

students.

https://firstliteracy.org/services/literacy-lab/


Each year, First Literacy awards scholarships to adult learners who have completed their studies at 
a non-pro�t adult education program and have been accepted to an accredited college or training 
institute. As part of the award, we pair scholarship recipients, experienced with new, for peer 
mentoring.

One of this year’s peer mentors is Marie Joseph, a two-time First Literacy Scholarship recipient.  
Marie came to the U.S. from Haiti in 2010, following the earthquake that devastated her country. 
Working in jobs from housekeeper to waitress to make ends meet, Marie attended English classes 
at Cambridge Community Learning Center and went on to attend Quincy College. With a career 
goal of becoming a nurse practitioner, Marie is currently enrolled in UMASS-Boston’s very 
selective nursing program. in addition to her challenging academic program, Marie works as a 
certi�ed nursing assistant. 

As one of Marie’s professors shared, “Marie had a vision for herself, and that included becoming a 
nurse. Achieving this vision has meant addressing one challenge a�er another, including adapting 
to a new culture and home, learning English, obtaining housing and employment, and eventually, 
starting coursework that would lead to her dream.”  We are proud to be able to support Marie and 
all of First Literacy’s scholarship recipients, who have inspiring stories of strength and resilience. 

Please read more of their stories at                                                                                   and be inspired, too.

Continuing Scholars
Marie Joseph (center) with
Edith Lorfils (left) and

Jocelyn Alleyne.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND MENTORING SUPPORT

Mayor �omas Menino Scholarship
Created in 2013 to honor Mayor �omas Menino’s commitment to adult literacy education and 
the potential in all students, this year’s scholarship was awarded to Tatiana Jean Philippe who is 
attending the University of Southern New Hampshire with plans to pursue a degree in healthcare 
information technology.

William Berman Scholarship
For the fourth year, we awarded a scholarship to recognize William Berman’s years of 
dedicated service to First Literacy and his love of learning throughout his life. �e 
scholarship was awarded to Geraldine Calderon who is attending Bunker Hill Community 
College with a major in nursing.

First Literacy Board of Directors’ Scholarship in honor of Skye Morrison Kramer
New this year, this scholarship honors Skye Morrison Kramer’s nine years of dedicated 
work supporting adult learners while serving as First Literacy’s Executive Director prior to 
retiring in July. �e scholarship was awarded to Julia Dupere who will be attending North Shore 
Community College with a major in veterinary technology. 

Stephan Augustin, United States
Geraldine Calderon, Peru
Julia Dupere, United States
Axel Ellis, United States
Gabriela Garcia, Venezuela

Livanny Gonzalez, Dominican Republic
Izabella Marques, Brazil
Tatiana Jean Philippe, Haiti
Ariela Santos, Cape Verde
Luis Urbina, El Salvador

Jocelyn Alleyne, Haiti
Judelande Antoine, Haiti
Adriana Echeverria, El Salvador
Marie Joseph, Haiti
Edith Lor�ls, Haiti

Karen Preciado, Brazil
Alexandre Santos, Cape Verde
Oumaima Segmaoui, Morocco
Vu Tran, Vietnam
Yves Verneret, Haiti

New Scholars

Continuing Scholars

Mayor Marty Walsh with
the 2019 First Literacy 

scholars.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Our Scholars hail from 10 
countries, including three 
from the United States.

The students attend nine 
different colleges, with the 

largest number (12) 
enrolled at Bunker Hill 
Community College.

Scholarship recipients 
reside throughout the state.

Twelve scholars are pursuing 
majors in health care, 

including nine scholars in 
nursing programs. Other 

majors include veterinary 
technology, accounting, 
business, education, and 
gaming/computer arts.

IMPACT

https://firstliteracy.org/services/scholarships/


Each year, First Literacy strives to provide adult educators with free professional development 
workshops that o�er helpful and relevant resources and techniques for the adult education 
classroom. We know that by supporting the frontline in adult education, students bene�t.

We ask questions of our teacher constituents and pay attention to survey results and the data 
collected from each workshop’s evaluations to inform the timing and topics of our workshops. In 
FY 2018, surveys indicated that teachers were interested in diving more deeply into a topic, in 
making better use in the classroom of mobile devices, and in having access to our workshops in 
more Massachusetts communities outside the Boston metro area. 

In FY 2019, we experimented with our �rst four-session mini course, Learning and the Brain. 
�is free mini course allowed adult basic education (ABE) and English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) teachers to explore research on learning, memory, and retention, and to learn 
strategies to apply research to practice. Each session was registered to capacity and supported a 
waiting list. In Framingham, we repeated a successful digital learning workshop, Please Don’t Put 
Away Your Cellphones, that gave hands-on instruction on 14 cell phone apps designed to support 
adult learners both inside and outside the classroom. And we continued to bring the show on the 
road with eight other extended reach workshop sessions held outside Greater Boston.

Overall, 27 workshop sessions, covering 18 di�erent topics o�ered creative content to inspire new 
ideas for the ABE classroom including: 

• Teaching the Language of Math in the ESOL Classroom 
• Bringing English Alive through Improvisation
• Teaching Reading and Writing for College Transitions

Because so many adult education teachers also advise their students on what’s next a�er they’ve 
achieved their GED, HiSET or ESOL certi�cates, we closed the year with a Next Steps Panel—six 
local experts representing a variety of employment and educational opportunities for the newly-
minted adult graduate. In this way, teachers could take what they learned at First Literacy and 
share next steps with their students when they most need it. 

For many adult educators, especially those who teach in programs that don’t receive public funds, 
First Literacy remains their only source of free, consistent, high-quality teacher training. As one 
volunteer teacher who teaches in two such programs said, “Without First Literacy I would have to 
Google my way through teaching—please keep doing what you’re doing!” With your generous 
support, we can continue to o�er these vital professional development opportunities to volunteers 
and teachers alike. 

To learn more about the Professional Development initiative, go to
                                                                                                       . 

Teachers participate in 
digital learning workshop: 

“Please Don’t Put Away 
Your Cellphones.”

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

262 adult educators, 
including 160 first-time 

attendees from
82 programs

in 31 different towns and 
cities (including 22 new 
programs), reaching over 

5600 students, were in our 
training room this year. 

Without these free workshops, I wouldn't have access to 
this training, and my students wouldn't be bene�ting. 
�ank you, First Literacy!
                       —Learning and the Brain mini course participant

QUESTION

?

Engaged teachers 
in a First Literacy

Professional Development
workshop.

https:firstliteracy.org/services/professional-development/


First Literacy thanks the individuals, corporations, and foundations whose generosity sustains us. 
�e following list recognizes those donors who made gi�s between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019.
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$25,000 to $49,999
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State Street Corporation*
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American Stock Transfer
  & Trust Company*
BlackRock Financial 
  Management, Inc.*
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  Charitable Foundation
Howell Family Charitable Foundation
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KPMG*
Newmark Knight Frank*
Barbara Healy Smith
Sandra Urie and Frank Herron*
WilliamsMarston LLC*

$2,500  to $4,999
Albert O. Wilson Foundation
American Moving and Installation*
Amundi Pioneer Asset Management*
Bain Capital*
Martha Bates and Michael Mazzaschi
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Susan O. Bush
Charles Schwab & Co.*
�e Chiofaro Company*
Connell Limited Partnership*
Continental Resources, Inc.*
Cushman and Wake�eld*
Deloitte*
East Boston Savings Bank 
  Charitable Foundation
Echostor Technologies*
Eliassen Group*
Mary Hildebrandt
Heidi Hughey
IBM*
Liberty Mutual Insurance*
Linedata Services, Inc.*
MFS Investment Management*
Karen Morrissey*
Nixon Peabody LLP*
Putnam Investments*
PwC*
Seyfarth Shaw LLP*
Signature Consultants*
United Way of Massachusetts Bay 
  and Merrimack Valley*
WGBH*
Anonymous (2)

$1,000 to $2,499
Cynthia Amadon and Peter Schliemann
Baker-Root Family Foundation
Stephen Brady
Bunker Hill Community College
Brooke and Je� Cook
Mallory F. Digges
Michael Duca and Jacqueline Blombach
Eaton Vance O�cer's Giving Account, 
  a Donor Advised Fund of 
  �e U.S. Charitable Gi� Trust
Luise Erdmann
Lawrence and Gail Fahey

Barbara Garner and Geo�rey Johnson
Hannelore and Jeremy Grantham
Eugene and Mary Hornsby
Corderman & Company Inc.*
Nilan Jayasinghe
Elizabeth and Walter Kenyon
Nancy Kramer
Kevin McGovern
Gary Mikula and Holly Burnet-Mikula
Robert and Sarah Mitchell
Murphy, Hesse, Toomey & Lehane LLP
Fred and Linda Nadda�
Matthew Nicholls
James and Judy Nolan
Annalisa O'Neill
Jamie and Eoin O'Riordan
Rasky Partners*
Dr. Robert Preyer
Wendy Rowland
John Shea
Ryan and Christine Tosi
Emily Wade
Rya Zobel
Anonymous (5)

$500 to $999
Joan and Ames Abbot
Eric and Maureen Anderson
Lindsay Bishop
Jonatha Ceely
Donna Charpentier
Xu Cheng
Ann Chiacchieri
Blue State Co�ee
Edward Corbosiero
Robert Cummings
Susan Dacey and Bruce Daniel
Deborah Davis
Ken Dornstein
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Peter Fallon
Ferrari Foundation
Dozier and Margaret Gardner
Gibson Sotheby's 
  International Real Estate
Cindy and Roger Goldstein
Corey Groves
Steve Gun
J. Ryan Gunsalus
Sean and Christine Hanna
Timothy Hilton
Mark and Susan Irvings
John Hancock Financial Services
Bruce and Helen Johnstone
Rachel and Seth Kalvert
Julia and Alexander Krapf
John Kwiatek
�omas Lehrer
Je�rey and Patricia Lines
John and Arlene Mahony
Terry and Seanna Metzger
Jennifer Morrison and Richard Marks
Elizabeth and James Nichols
Michael and Julie Ra�erty
Holly Reeves
Kathleen Rowell
Stan and Kay Schlozman
Joel Tillinghast
Christopher Walsh
Jane Williams
Anonymous (5)

$250 to $499
Alchemy Foundation 
Robert Allen and Shirley Hui 
Kristyn Anderson 

Benton and Melisa Berman 
Laird and Sara Bloom 
Nina Brown and Henry Warren 
Ken and Barbara Burnes 
Linda Carlisle and Robert Mast 
Norma Culviner 
Janice Daley 
Gabriel Dannunzio 
Amina Derbali 
Lawrence S. DiCara 
Lisa Dobberteen 
Melinda N. Donovan 
C.L. and Julia Fair 
Sandra Galejs and Peter Warren 
David and Anne Gergen 
Celia Gilbert 
Avram and Carol Goldberg 
Lucille Grant 
Charles Hitchcock and Deborah Snyder
Georgia and Bruce Johnson 
Lawrence and Ruth Kolbe 
Skye and Paul Kramer 
Julie Leitman and Charlton MacVeagh
Stephen Lin 
William and Hope McDermott 
Matt and Collin McDonald 
Karin Miller
William and Lia Poorvu
Dawn and Jon Rennert
Jacqueline Ridout
Yvonne and Nils Sandell
Linda Sanders and Alan States
Carole Schlessinger
Nancy Soulette
Ben and Kate Taylor
Hal Tepfer
�e Hartford
J. Edward Varallo
Mark Weld
Claire Wilcox
Anonymous (3)

All Other Donations
Yigitcan Acar 
Dora Ajanel 
Susan Alexander and James Gammill
Liza Allen 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Peter Ambler and Lindsay Miller 
America's Test Kitchen 
Eric Anderson Jr. 
Lynne St. Andre 
Dawn St. Angelo 
Roberta Apfel and Bennett Simon 
Mark Aronson and Alice Bonesteel
Simone Auster 
Peter Avallone
Jamie Ayer 
Robert Balsamo 
Bethany Bassett 
Jeri Bayer 
Ashley Bell 
Anne Benaquist 
Alan R. Benenfeld
Jon Benson and Pamela Lynn 
Maggie Berkeley 
Holly Berry 
Lorrey Bianchi and Kathleen Casey-Bianchi
Timothy Bianchi
Dorothea Black and Stephen Logowitz
Timothy and Shirley Blancke
Carrie Blazina 
Edith Bowers 
Ylisabyth Bradshaw and Peter Conrad
Christian Brannelly   
 

John and Monica Brennan 
Kimberly Brennan 
Dana Brigham 
Diane and Paul Brissette 
Brookline Booksmith
Myles Brown and Judy Garber
Heather Burris
Jason Cameron
Edward and Peggy Campion
Narcissa Campion
Elizabeth Caney
John Capone
Kay Case
Wilfrix Cherazard
Judith Chow
Emily and Carson Chu
Caitlin Cimino
Pamela Civins
Lisa Clark
Aimee Cochran
Amy Cohen
Ann Coles
William Connell
Patricia and Peter Cooper
David and Susan Cores
Mary Cornille and John Cogan
Florence Coslow
D. Cosmo and Jane Papa
Chris Cotrone
Malcolm and Mary Crawford
Mary Crealese
Robin Crespo
Michael Creta
Peter Crutchley
Colleen Curry
Victoria Curry
Daniel and Julie Dain
Ethan Daley
Andre and Marilyn Danesh
F. Davis Dassori
John and Ann D'Auria
Andi Decof and and Ed Malitsky
Democracy Brewing
Shanna Deng
Stephanie Devlin
Kippy Dewey
Michael DiBari
Brianna Dickie
Brie Dignan
Jess Dimartino
Sandra and Harry Dine
Tristan Domville
Richard S. Doring
Meghan Dowd
Laura Doyle
Gusta� Driessen and Lorraine Goldstein
Michael and Katharine Dukakis
Cindy Dye
Eastern Massachusetts Association of      
  Interscholastic Football O�cials
Adriana Echeverria
Harron Ellenson and Roger Snow
Victoria Elliott
Andrew Erickson
Katherine C. Evans
Olivia Evans
Tess Ewing and Louise Rice
Eileen Fabiano
Carrie Farmer
Dan Fenn
David Fialkow
Carmen Fields and Lorenz Finison
Susan S. Fish
Kathleen Fitzgerald
�eresa Fitzgerald

!

*Literacy Leaders who supported the 30th Corporate Spelling Bee  
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Flour Bakery + Cafe
Brian and Zoe Forbes
Kristin Francisco
Anna Friedman
Ellen Furlong
Kate Gabriel
Cathy Gallagher
Judy Gallagher
Katharine Gallagher
Steve Gallant
William Gardner and Sari J. Rotter
Miriam Gedwiser and Ellen Hertzmark
Meredith Gendreau 
Andrew Glass 
Patrick Glynn 
Sandi Goldfarb 
Alex Goldfeld and Mariel Gonzales 
Betty Goldstein 
Mariya Golosiy 
Pamela Goodman 
Nancy Goodwin 
Brian and Kendra Gorton 
Jenna Granger 
Girlene Green
Casey Gri�n 
Justine Gri�n 
Ann Grinnell
Sean Grzeck 
Janet Guen 
David and Margaret Gullette 
Alice Hall 
John Hall 
Katherine Hall-Page and Alan Hein 
Brandon Hanks 
George and Linda Harrar 
Judy Harrington 
Kenelm Harris and Debra Glabeau 
Kate Healy 
Joshua Heerter 
Jaime Herbster 
Marcie Hershman 
Kari Hess 
Steve Hickey 
Sean Higgins 
Judith Hikes 
Nikki Hodulik 
Stephen and Ellen Ho�man
Jean Holmblad
�e Honey Exchange
Bradley and Jane Honoro�
John Horst and Barbara Wallace
Houghton Mi�in Harcourt
John Howell
Connie Hudson
Priscilla Hudson
Melissa Huser
ICA
Annemarie Inman
J.P. Licks
Tara James
Katherine Johnson
Robert Johnston
William and Nancy Johnston
Naresh Kachoria
Stephanie Karger
Olga Kasparova
Michael Kautz
Kurt Keady
Collette Keenan
Charles Kelley
Kristin Kennedy
Joan Kenney
Kathleen Klose
Edgar Knudson
Polly Kornblith and Michael Newman
Arnold and Gail Kra�
William Krohn
Marilyn Kuhar
Steven Kuligoski
Lizzie Kusbit
Elizabeth Labedz
Kelsey Labrot 

Katherine Grace Lalla
Suzanne Lambert
Dat Le
Christopher Lee
Rebecca Lee
Kira Leeds
Olivia Lerrick
Ruthe L'Esperance
Stan Leven
Marcia Lidman
Ellen Lipsey
John Lisker
H.F. and Jane Little
Stephen and Sherry Litwack
Yamileth Lopez
Jean-Francois and Joan Louis
Matthew Lowe
Enid Lubarsky
Amy Lynch
John MacNeil
Louis Maiuri
Elijah Maletz
Marissa Mariotti
Nina Marlowe and Allan Wyatt
Francis Marr
Jane and Je�rey Marshall
MASS MoCA
David Mawhinney
Grace Dane Mazur
Kathleen McGrath
Madeline Memoli
Douglas Merrill
Michelle Milko
Richard and Beatrice Miller
Julia Mitarotondo
Lynn Modell
Ivor and Barbara Morgan
Meghan Morris
Michael Morris
Caitlin Morrison
Sean Morrissey
Geraldine Mullin
Michael Murphy
Tom Murphy
Susan Mygatt
Jennifer Nagle
Alyssa Napolitano
Chris Navin and Suzin Bartley
Frank Nelson
New England Patriots
New Repertory �eatre
Janet Nicholas and Susan Jacoby
Erika Nickerson
Ann Noble-Kiley
Kelli O'Brien
Mary Ellen O'Dowd
Scott Ofrias
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Adam Pacelli
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Lauren Paik  
Daniel Palmieri
William Pannella  
Kathleen Parker  
Norman and Sarah Pedersen 
Mario Perrone  
Evonne and Mark Peters  
Andrew Peterson
Elisabeth Peterson  
Elizabeth and Ervin Philipps 
Erin Pierce and Peter Carty 
Polly Pierce
Adele Pike and John Hodgman 
Alan Pisano  
Carol and Mark Pomfret 
Meghan Post
Harold Pratt  
Kacie Quick  
Charles Quillin  
Mary and Richard Ra�erty
Alice Ramsey
Jennie Rathbun  
   
   

Amelie Ratli�
Paula Ravaioli  
Tricia Ravelo  
Diane Raysan  
Mina Reddy  
�e Ritz Carlton  
Aysia Rodriguez  
Matthew Rogers  
Michael Roppolo  
Barbra Rosenberg  
Sharryn Ross and Jon Truslow 
James Rowe  
Amanda Rubin  
Arlene and Eugene Rubin  
Richard Ruggiero  
Eileen Samuels  
Kelli Scandrol  
Henry Scannell  
Steven Schapp  
Helen Chin Schlichte  
Melissa Schoenberger and Greg Chase 
Anthony Schwartz  
Robert Shapiro  
Kathleen Sheehy  
Sheepscot River Pottery  
Ethel Shepard  
Stanley and Elsa Sidel  
Robert Silberman  
David Simoes  
Dan Smith
Stephen and Robin Smith
Robert Sparkes and Danielle Belanger 
Kate Sparrow  
Molly Sparrow  
Robert Sparrow  
Dorota Spaulding  
Elizabeth and Gary Spiess
State Street Foundation  
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute
Peter Streips  
Alice Stris  
Benjamin Sutton
Emily Tabor
Margaret Talmers and �omas Gallitano
Gloria Tatarian  
Sean To  
Carol and Neil Todreas  
James Tribble  
TripAdvisor LLC  
Laurie Tunick  
Anne Tyrrell  
Sandra Urie and Frank Herron 
Christopher Valente  
Ciro Valiente  
William and Diana Van Aken  
Rosamond Vaule  
Mark and Nora Vernazza  
Paula Virtue  
Dianna Walsh  
�omas Walsh  
Jake and Laura Walters  
Donald and Susan Ware  
Eric Weber  
Stephen and Maureen Weisner 
Micheal West  
Steven and Enid Wetzner  
Mark and Patricia Whitehouse 
Alexandra Wich  
Anne Wieschho�  
William and Sally Williams
Jennifer and John Wilson  
Taryn Wilson  
Katherine Winter  
Mark Winters  
Terry Witherell  
Carol Ann Wlodkoski  
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Doris Woolery  
Steven Wright  
Gregory and Andrea Youman  
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Anonymous (10)  
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*Literacy Leaders who supported the 30th Corporate Spelling Bee  

Board 
of directors
Je�rey Beale  
  Chairman
Donna Charpentier
Xu Cheng
Christopher Cullinan
Lawrence Fahey
Corey Groves
Nilan Jayasinghe
Olga Kasparova
Ann Noble-Kiley
James Nolan
Kimberly Brennan O’Loughlin
Holly Reeves
Kathleen Rowell
John Shea
Ryan Tosi
Ciro Valiente
Christopher Walsh
�e Honorable Martin Walsh
 

Community
Advisory Council
Huiling Chen
Leonardo Espinosa
Lisa Garrone
Lee Haller
Mei Ngo
Karen Oakley 
Riva Pearson
 

Staff
Terry Witherell
  Executive Director
Jamie Ayer
  Development Manager
Paula Dincer
  Sta� Associate
Adriana Echeverria
  Sta� Assistant
Evonne Peters
  Program Manager



Fiscal Year 2019 I Financial information

*Includes $91,613 for Professional Development Workshops,
$75,713  for First Literacy Lab Initiative,

 $33,729 for Scholarships and Peer Support,
and $9,703 for Literacy Awareness activities.

*$25,000 is dedicated for future programs.

11%
Management and
Administration

$72,318

Total
Expenditures

$625,177 
63%

Program
Expenditures

$391,561

26%
Fundraising

$161,298

22%
Program Management

$85,666

8%
Other

$30,829 Program
Expenditures

$391,561

54%
Grants, Awards, and

Professional Development 
Workshops*

$210,758

16%
Facility
$64,308

Revenue
by Source
$635,555

80%
Donations*

$511,534

12%
Prior year

donations used
for Programs

$75,258

3%
Endowment

Interest
and Dividends

$18,844 5%
Donated Goods

and Services
$29,919

Donations
by Source
$511,534

54%
Corporations
$276,191  

28%
Individuals 

$143,843

18%
Foundations

$91,500

Pending �nal review by independent accountants
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