
Immigrant Memoir Project

-Brookline ESOL Program-




 The Brookline Housing Authority assumed 

sponsorship of the Brookline ESOL Program in 2015 
to increase access to English classes among low-
income, Limited English proficient residents of 
Brookline

 Program Director hired to initiate classes in 2016

 Funded by community-based sources

Program Context





Community Context

 Brookline, MA
 Needs:

 13% poverty; 1,000+ 
households in 
subsidized housing

 10% Limited English 
Proficient
 High proportion of 

elderly immigrants

 Resources:
 Highly engaged and 

educated community
 First Literacy 





Project Origins and Purpose

 Project Team

 Power and Potential of Storytelling   

“To be a person is to have a story to tell.” –Isak Dinesen 





 Orientation and introduction to story-telling

 Multi-week sessions incorporating multiple skills

 One-to-one assistance

 Final presentations

 Final product

Project Structure





Project Process

 Team planning 

 Professional development

 Pre- and post-sampling





Project Participants

 Older adults 

 High beginning-to-
intermediate level

 Varying levels of 
education





Project Tools

 Model stories

 Journals

 Choice of prompts 

 USB voice recorders





Project Outcomes

Product Process




 Beginning Levels

 Other Groups

Project Variations




Questions?

The End


