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Speaking of Speech

• “Target” and “off target”

No right or wrong

• Focus on communication

Listener-friendly speech

• “American style”

• Put on your “American Hat”

Learning a new pattern

• Practice, practice, practice

Process-oriented



Roles of an Instructor

Form

Fitness Coach

Observe

Detective

Encourage

Cheerleader

Safety

Body Guard



Color Vowel Chart

The Color Vowel® Chart, 5th Edition © 2019. 
ColorVowel.com. Used with Creative Commons 
licensing (CC BY-NC-ND).



Focus on Sound

Silver  
Pin

system

busy pretty

kiss



Focus on Sound

Red 
Pepper

letter

guest

dead



Focus on Sound

Gray 
Day

lazy

paid

stay vein

make

they



Vocabulary

 takes off

 take a break

 gray area

 pop out

 tune the world out

 pet peeve

Green Tea Silver Pin Gray Day Red Pepper

area

peeve

take

takes

gray

pet

Black Cat White Tie Purple Shirt Cup Of Mustard

world area

the

Olive Sock Blue Moon Wooden Hook Rose Boat

pop tune

Orange Door Turquoise Toy Auburn Dog Brown Cow

out



https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/teaching_spoken_e

nglish_with_the_color_vowel_chart_webinar_presentation.pdf



Flooding Sound Awareness

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/teaching_spoken_english

_with_the_color_vowel_chart_webinar_presentation.pdf



https://myfreebingocards.com/bingo-card-generator/free/zecw83q



Culture connections

Nursey Rhymes

Bah, bah, black sheep have you any wool?

Yes sir, yes, sir three bags full

Jack be nimble, Jack be quick

Jack jump over the candle stick

I’m a little teapot, short and stout 

Here is my handle, here is my spout



Culture connections

Movie quotes
 1. “May the Force be with you.” -Star Wars, 1977

 2. “There's no place like home.” -The Wizard of Oz, 1939

 3. “I'm the king of the world!” -Titanic, 1997

 4. “Carpe diem. Seize the day, boys. Make your lives extraordinary.” -
Dead Poets Society, 1989

 5. “Elementary, my dear Watson.” -The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes, 1939

 6. “It's alive! It's alive!” -Frankenstein, 1931

 7. “My mama always said life was like a box of chocolates. You never 
know what you're gonna get.” -Forrest Gump, 1994

 8. “I'll be back.” -The Terminator, 1984

 9. “You're gonna need a bigger boat.” -Jaws, 1975

 10. “Here's looking at you, kid.” -Casablanca,1942
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Culture connections

Song Lyrics
“Happy” by Pharrell Williams

It might seem crazy what I'm about to say
Sunshine she's here, you can take a break
I'm a hot air balloon that could go to space
With the air, like I don't care, baby, by the way

Uh

(Because I'm happy)
Clap along if you feel like a room without a roof
(Because I'm happy)
Clap along if you feel like happiness is the truth
(Because I'm happy)
Clap along if you know what happiness is to you
(Because I'm happy)
Clap along if you feel like that's what you wanna do



Limericks

https://www.rd.com/list/limericks-for-kids/



Ear Training

Minimal Pairs

Q: Which word did I just say?

Green Tea Silver Pin

A B

Heal Hill

Peak Pick

Seek Sick

Seen Sin

Bean Bin



Pronunciation Pyramids

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P

https://allesl.com/pronunciation-game-minimal-pairs-pyramid/



Similar Sentences

Green Tea Silver Pin

A B

1 Can you feel it? Can you fill it?

2 He wants to leave there. He wants to live there.

3 They took a peek. They took a pick.

4 Where’s the sheep? Where’s the ship?

5 That was a terrible scene. That was a terrible sin.



Zip Zap Zop Boing!

Minimal Pair Variation
Gather in a 

circle

• Any 
minimal 
pair can 
work

“Peek” 
sends to 
the right

‘Pick” 
sends to 

left

“Peck” 
sends 
across

“Boing” 
Reverses 
direction



Problem Pair Dialogues

https://www.tesol.org/docs/default-

source/books/BeyondRepeatAfterMe/3-words-sentences-

dialogues.pdf?sfvrsn=8dd1eedc_0



Reader’s Theater
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• Practicing streams of speech instead of single pairs

Improves fluency

• The other levels of the Pronunciation Pyramid

• intonation, stress, rhythm, phrasing, volume, speed

Encourages Expression

• Color Vowel Chart

• Consonant problem pairs

Can be analyzed in advance

• Plot, character, setting, conflict, etc.

Reinforces literary elements of fiction



Giving feedback in class

Be Patient and Kind

Mirror + Model

Tap, Don’t Drill

Marathon, Not a Sprint

Make it Fun

Safe Space


