Classroom Environments and Practices

That Promote Student Attendance/Persistence

1) Supportive Environment with Clear Expectations

· Support by teacher, counselor, and program in general

· Clear expectations on attendance, effort required, class “ground rules”
2) Input of Students on 

· Class “rules” – including attendance and punctuality

· Class values – what’s important in this world we’ve carved out
3) Explicit Instruction – “What We’re Doing and Why” –
Clearly Connected to Students’ Goals.

· Part of intro and/or conclusion of activities

· Needn’t be belabored, however
4) Assessment of and recognition of students’ learning gains and goal achievement
· Done Formally and informally 
· Clearly communicated to students
5) A Variety of Materials and Activities

· Published material
· Teacher-generated material
· “Authentic” material
· Student-generated material
· A combination of whole-class, cooperative learning, and individual activities
· Field trips
6) Input from Students on 

· Materials/Resources used

· Class activities
· Choice when possible on materials or activities (reading material, assignments, working cooperatively or individually …)
7) Establishing and Nurturing Teacher – Student Relationships
· Before, during, and after class
· As students work cooperatively and individually
· Giving feedback on students’ work individually – 
positive and constructive
· Holding regular conferences with individual students
· Speaking with students about attendance, punctuality, or other issues
8) Regular Feedback from Students on Class

· Formal and informal, on materials and activities 
