Incorporating Writing Activities  

Into Your ESOL Classes
Level Ranges:


· ESOL Literacy

· SPL 0—3

· SPL 3—5

· SPL 5—8

Suggested writing activities, with varied objectives, which may be used
to establish writing as an integral part of your classes, to create a culture of writing.

Writing Activities for ESOL Literacy Students
	                        Suggested Activities
	                      Examples/Description
	                  Objectives

	1) Dictating the “names” of single letters; cloze exercises with alphabet
	A, B, C, D, e, f, g
A  B  __   D  __  F  G   __  I  __ K __  __  N  O  __
	-- Writing of letters
-- Accuracy

	2) Dictating letters using corresponding phonics “sound”
	“Touch” corresponding sound
-- [b], [m], [w]  consonants

-- [f], [v]; [p], [b] voiced and unvoiced

-- Contrast short vowel sounds

-- Contrast short and vowel sounds, spelling
	-- Writing of letters
-- Connecting with phonics lessons

-- Accuracy


	3) a) Letter cloze exercises, 

single words or words in sentences
b) Syllable cloze exercises,

for multisyllabic words, single words 
and in sentences


	a) __ a n,  p __n,  pa __   (pan)
-- p __ g, p __g, p __ g  (pig, peg, pug)

-- s__  __, p __ __, d __ __ (say, pay, day)

-- J __ n __    __ s   a __    h __m __. (Jane is at home.)

b) __ ternoon, after______ (afternoon)
    (“Scoop” syllables)
--  The ___let is not work_____.  (The toilet is not working.)
	-- Writing of letters, words
-- Connecting with phonics,  decoding, 

vocabulary lessons
-- Accuracy



	4) a) Single word dictation

b) Dictation of sentences, cloze word

	a)  _____, _______, ________ (pan, stay, chair)

b) ____  works  ___ Saturdays.  (Bob, on)

-- He _______ the 25 _____.  (takes, bus)

-- It  ________  next to ____   house. (stops, his)
c) “Morning message”
	-- Writing of  letters, words
-- Connecting with phonics,  decoding, vocabulary lessons
-- Accuracy

	        5)    Dictation of sentences

	-- Dictate in phrases

-- (Kim has  -- two kids.)
-- (They live – in a house  -- on State Street.)
	-- Writing of letters, words
-- Connecting with listening, decoding, vocabulary lessons

	6) Writing lists
	-- Furniture in my bedroom
-- Vegetables my children like
-- People or places I like

   (May use visuals)
	-- Writing of letters, words

-- Connecting with vocabulary lessons 
-- Expression

	7) Sentence completion, stand-alone sentences, and  sentences in paragraphs
	a) Sentences

-- On my days off, I like to __________.

-- Tonight, I need to __________.

b) Paragraphs

-- I am from _________.  I am ________.   I have

_____ children.   I live in ____________
c) GoaI identification (Use visuals)

d) Morning message”
	-- Writing of letters, words

-- Connecting with decoding, vocabulary, possibly grammar lessons
-- Expression



	8) Group, Collective Writing
	--Whole-class, teacher as recorder

-- Among students
	-- Connect with vocabulary, culture lessons, field trips

-- Accuracy

-- Expression


 Writing Activities for Low-Level ESOL (SPL 0—3)

	                      Suggested Activities
	                     Examples/Description
	                    Objectives

	1) a) Dictation of single words  

b) Dictation of sentences                                                   
	a) cashier, paycheck,  ….

b) Jose works – six days a week – at a restaurant – 

     in Cambridge.  He is making – $9.85 an hour.
	-- Connecting with listening, vocabulary, and grammar lessons
-- Accuracy

	2) Cloze word exercises
	a)  _____, _______, ________ (pan, stay, chair)

b)  ____  works  ___ Saturdays.  (Bob, on)

-- He  _______ the 25 _____.  (takes, bus)

-- It   ________  next to ____   house. (stops, his)
c) “Morning message”
	-- Connecting with listening, vocabulary, grammar, and decoding lessons
-- Accuracy



	3) Sentence Completion
	a) In my free time, I like to _____, _____, and _____. 

-- My favorite color is __________.

-- My favorite flavor of ice cream is _____________
b) Goal identification

c) “Morning message”
	-- Connecting with grammar and vocabulary lessons                                           -- Accuracy                                                            -- Expression                                                                              

	4) Filling out forms
	-- Filling out various forms:  job applications, housing  applications, hospital check-in, goal I.D., feedback, evaluation forms 
	-- Life skills, navigation                                        -- Career, job related                                          -- Accuracy      

	5) Word games
	-- Scrambled words
-- Crosswords

-- Acrostic “poems”

-- Writing lists – of people you know, places you’ve been to, …
	-- Connecting with vocabulary lessons
-- Accuracy

-- Expression

	6) Writing of notes, letters
	-- Notes to friends, teachers, supervisor, including email messages
-- Letters to friends, loved ones, government officials

-- Designing, writing greeting cards
	-- Life skills, navigation                                    -- Career, job related                                       -- Expression                                                         -- Fluency

	7) Description of processes (“how to”)
	-- Directions to house, school, other destination                                          -- Recipes                                                                                  
 -- How to sew a dress  
(Consider compiling students’ writing!)                                                                                                                                                        
	-- Life skills, navigation                                      -- Connecting grammar, vocabulary, computer literacy lessons                                                                -- Expression        

	8) Writing “personal” sentences, paragraphs,
with prompts, including photographs
	-- Describing your country, your hometown, your house, a person, favorite holiday, including yourself, a vacation or trip                                                                                          
 -- Describing an important day or event – wedding, birth of a child, last day in your country, first day in US   
 (Consider compiling students’ writing!)
	-- Expression                                                      -- Fluency

	9) Group, Collective Writing
	-- Whole-class, teacher as recorder

-- Among students
	-- Connect with vocabulary, culture lessons, field trips

-- Accuracy

-- Expression

	     10)     Journal Writing
	-- Considerable student support recommended; supply prompts at this level                                                        

-- Lesson/class feedback can be included                                                -- Allow class time, giving support to students who need it.                                                                                                   -- Dialogue with students  (with little or no correction)                                                                                                              
	-- Expression                                                      -- Fluency




Writing Activities for Mid-Level ESOL (SPL 3—5)

	                        Suggested Activities
	                     Examples/Description
	                   Objectives

	1)  Dictation of sentences, paragraphs   

	-- (Jose works – six days a week – at a restaurant – 

     in Cambridge.  He is making – $9.85 an hour. He is happy – to have a job – but he would like – to find – a better job.)
(Do sparingly in this level range.)                                               
	-- Connecting with listening, vocabulary, and grammar lessons
-- Accuracy



	2)  Sentence completion
	a) -- In my free time, I like to _____, _____, and _____. 
-- If I have time, _________________.                                     
-- If I had more time, ______________________.
-- My favorite color is __________.

 b) Goal identification
	-- Connecting with grammar and  vocabulary  lessons                                          -- Accuracy                                                            -- Expression                                                                              

	       3)  Writing sentences using specific grammar, 
           structure or vocabulary                    

	-- Today I need to work, pick up my son, and make dinner.
-- I lived in New York for two years.  I have lived in Boston for four years.  
	-- Connecting with grammar and vocabulary lessons                                           -- Accuracy                                                            -- Expression                                                                           

	4)  Filling out forms
	-- Filling out various forms: job applications, housing  applications, hospital check-in ....
	-- Life skills, navigation                                       -- Connecting with vocabulary, computer, digital literacy lessons                                     -- Accuracy

	5) Word Games 
	--Scrambled words
--Crosswords

--Acrostic “poems”

-- Writing lists – of people you know, places you’ve been to, …
	--Connecting with vocabulary lessons
--Accuracy

--Expression

	6) Writing of notes, letters
	-- Notes to friends, teachers, supervisor, including email messages

-- Designing, writing greeting cards
-- Letters to friends, loved ones, government officials
	-- Connecting with grammar, computer literacy, other lessons                                        -- Life skills, navigation                                      -- Career, job related                                       -- Expression

	7) Description of processes(“how to”)
	-- Personal Timeline                                                                                                           -- Recipes                                                                                          

 -- How to (something special you can do)                             

-- Other?
	-- Navigation, survival                                        -- Connecting with, reinforcing other lessons (grammar, vocabulary)                         -- Expression        

	8) Writing “personal” sentences, paragraphs,

sometimes multi-paragraph pieces, with prompts, including photographs 

	-- Describing your country, your hometown, your house, a person, favorite holiday, including yourself                      

 -- Describing an important day or event – wedding, birth of a child, last day in your country, first day in US, a field trip                                                                                               -- Opinion paragraphs                                                               

-- The advantages and disadvantages of living in Boston.      

-- Include rewriting as part of writing process
	-- Expression                                                       -- Fluency                                                           



	9) Group, Collective Writing
	--Whole-class, teacher as recorder

-- Among students
	--Connect with vocabulary, culture lessons. field trips

--Accuracy

--Expression

	10) Journal writing
	-- Allow class time for this, giving support to students who need it.                                                                                 
-- Dialogue with students                                                          
	-- Expression                                                      -- Fluency

	11) Other writing activities

	-- Summarizing, giving articles, stories                                                  -- Answering questions on reading or discussion topics          
-- Resume writing                                                                      
-- Note-taking                                                                               
-- Opinions on reading, discussion topics                                

	-- Connecting with reading, conversation lessons                                                                   -- Career, job related                                           -- Academic preparation                                            -- Expression


Writing Activities for Higher-Level ESOL (SPL 5—8)

	                   Suggested Activities
	                    Examples/Description
	                        Objectives

	1) Writing sentences, paragraphs with specific 
    objectives
	-- Expressive writing using given structures                  
-- I have never been to Africa.                                             
-- I would like to go to Africa.                                        
 -- I have never been to Africa, but I would like to go  there someday.   (review of, use of multiple structures)                                                                          -- If I won two million dollars, I would, could, might…                                                                                    -- Writing about goals, educational, employment, and other goals
	-- Connecting with grammar, reading, discussions lessons                                                                              -- Accuracy                                                                         -- Expression        
                          

	2) Filling out forms
	-- Forms of all kinds, authentic, including on-line housing, credit card/loan applications, job applications, applications for financial aid, scholarships
	-- Life skills, navigation                                                    -- Career, job related                                                       -- Academic related                                                         -- Accuracy                                                                           -- Expression

	3) Word games
	--Scrambled words
--Crosswords

--Acrostic “poems”

-- Writing lists – of people you know, places you’ve been to, …
	--Connecting with vocabulary lessons
--Accuracy

--Expression

	4) Writing Letters
	-- Formal and informal, to friends, relatives, landlords, governments officials                                     
 -- Cover letter
	-- Life skills, navigation                                                     -- Accuracy                                                                                                        -- Expression                                                        


	5) Resume writing
	-- Resumes with an emphasis on education or training, working history and/or skills                          
 -- Tailoring resumes for specific organizations and positions       
	-- Career, job related                                                           -- Accuracy                                                                          -- Expression        

	6) Writing of personal paragraphs
	-- Like earlier, but be looking for well-structured paragraphs, with development of ideas.                    
-- The matter of “voice” might also be considered here.
	-- Connecting with reading, discussion lessons             
-- Accuracy                                                                                                                                                  -- Expression                                                                      -- Fluency                                                                                                                                                     

	7) Group, Collective Writing
	--Whole-class, teacher as recorder

-- Among students
	--Connect with essay structure 

--Accuracy

--Expression



	8) Basic essay writing (in higher levels)
	-- Introduction to different kinds of paragraphs – intro., body, and conclusion.                                           

-- You might break this process into parts                                           -- Writing may be timed or untimed                                

-- The matter of “voice” might also be considered here.
	-- Academic related                                                            -- Expression                                                                        -- Accuracy                                                                           

	9) Journal Writing
	-- Students should be more expressive at this point.  

-- Generally, less support needed at this level           

-- With a greater emphasis on accuracy in other writing assignments, you might keep correction to a minimum here, to encourage expression and support fluency.
	-- Expression                                                                      -- Fluency

	10) Other writing activities
	-- Note-taking of mock lectures                                                  
-- Summarizing articles, stories                                          
-- Answering question on reading or discussion topic
	-- Academic preparation                                                            -- Accuracy                                                                             
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