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Count the number of “F” in the following sentence. Take your 
time, but only count once.

FINISHED FILES ARE THE 
RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY
COMBINED WITH EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Count the number of Fs 
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https://www.smart-jokes.org/count-number-f-sentence.html


There are 6:

FINISHED FILES ARE THE 
RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY
COMBINED WITH EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.
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Take this Quiz:

My current Learning Type

https://redactivepublishing.typeform.com/to/IT58tArU?typeform-

source=www.aatcomment.org.uk
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https://redactivepublishing.typeform.com/to/IT58tArU?typeform-source=www.aatcomment.org.uk
https://redactivepublishing.typeform.com/to/IT58tArU?typeform-source=www.aatcomment.org.uk
https://redactivepublishing.typeform.com/to/IT58tArU?typeform-source=www.aatcomment.org.uk
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How the Adult Brain Works
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Quick Clarification:
Learning vs acquisition video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V--eu2d10Cg&feature=youtu.be


“Language learning depends on the processing of sounds. 

All the world’s languages put together comprise about 800 

or so sounds. Each language uses only 40 language sounds 

or “phonemes”, which distinguish one language from 

another.

At birth, the baby brain has an unusual gift: it can tell the 

difference between all 800 sounds. This means that at this 

stage infants can learn any language that they’re exposed 

to. Gradually babies figure out which sounds they are 

hearing the most”. -Naja Ferjan Ramirez

➢ 800 sounds
➢40 per 

languages
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https://theconversation.com/why-the-baby-brain-can-learn-two-languages-at-the-same-time-57470


“Language Learning begins 

in the womb

and babies only hours old are able to differentiate between 
sounds from their native language and a foreign language, 
scientist have discovered. The study indicates that babies 

begin absorbing languages while in the womb, 
earlier than previously thought”.

Molly McElroy, University of Washington
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https://www.washington.edu/news/2013/01/02/while-in-womb-babies-begin-learning-language-from-their-mothers/


It’s all about hearing: 
bat/bet  pen/pin  back/bach

When puberty hits, cilia fall from the ear. They 
help discriminate between small sounds 
differences: Phonics Practice
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https://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/phonics/75652


@TheCuriosityBox

VID-20240417-WA0082.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1IXOYx7VWfbnGTsHgCKwIGN09yKCpP3gp/view


Untitled design.mp4

@cbssundaymorning

What’s the reason?
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1KNl4lMLegsXcLcJpZP51d6ud3MmKkgXe/view


Youtube Full Video 

Why the i's have it

Why the i's have it

Is there a physiological reason why we say "tick tock" rather than "tock tick?" Why does the "i" get first position in all of our i/o word combinations (as in "ping pong")? Writer and narrator Robert Krulwich explores the phenomenon in this "CBS Sunday Morning" video essay, featuring animation by Nate Milton and music by Buck St. Thomas.

"CBS News Sunday Morning" features stories on the arts, music, nature, entertainment, sports, history, science and Americana, and highlights unique human accomplishments and achievements. Check local listings for CBS News Sunday Morning broadcast times.

Subscribe to the "CBS News Sunday Morning" YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/CBSSundayMorning
Get more of "CBS News Sunday Morning": https://cbsn.ws/1PlMmAz
Follow "CBS News Sunday Morning" on Instagram: https://instagram.com/cbssundaymorning/
Like "CBS News Sunday Morning" on Facebook: https://facebook.com/CBSSundayMorning
Follow "CBS News Sunday Morning" on Twitter: https://twitter.com/CBSSunday
Subscribe to our newsletter: https://cbsnews.com/newsletters/
Download the CBS News app: https://www.cbsnews.com/mobile/
Try Paramount+ free: https://paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-05-10aeh8h

For video licensing inquiries, contact: licensing@veritone.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m813zQP1_ZA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m813zQP1_ZA


Acquisition: We Take for Granted 
The:

“Tha” before a word that begins 
with a consonant sound

“Thee”  before a word that begins 
with a vowel sound
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A:

Say “ah” when you mean = 1

Say “ayyyy” when 

● You are spelling “a-p-p-l-e”
● You want to emphasize

Teach “ah” and not 1!  a building, a teacher, a road

“I have 1 friend in my class…”

Only say “1” if the NUMBER is important. T

“There’s 1 piece of paper in the copier.”
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Emphasis + syllable counting = success!
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Letter “t” between 2 vowels is an English “d”

They will tell you it’s an r.      Don’t fight it.

Later Natick Letter Butter
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Let’s try it.

Use your handout to practice recording the sentences. 

Later Natick Letter Butter
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L1 interference
English sounds not found in other 
languages:

Chinese: b, ch, d, dg, g, oa, sh, s th/th, v, z

French: oh, ee, j, ng, oo, th/th

Spanish: dg, j, sh, th/th, w, z

Portuguese: th/th, w

Arabic: th/th, p, v, ch, r, j, sh, f, z Image:Freepik.com
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VID-20240505-WA0033.mp4

@accent.advisor
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHoNHTJWfrnZwaRlKlisXZ0iDYaLDIhC/view


Portuguese Syllables and Phonemes 
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https://ldldproject.net/languages/portuguese/spoken/phonology.html


Portuguese Syllables and Phonemes 
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https://ldldproject.net/languages/portuguese/spoken/phonology.html


Menu

comparison:
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Notes about Portuguese
Common L1 interference: Port

R: Rita, carro.  R at beginning of word OR doubled in 
middle of word is “hhh”

R: R next to everything else: grande, calendario 

T: at the end of a word is “ch”  A little bit 

D: “dg”  Lourdes  “Lor-gees”

Vowels added to ends of words

Every “w” is a KISS
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https://theaccentsway.com/10-mistakes-brazilian-speakers-make/


Immediate answers: Luzia AI

WhatsApp only: +1 (302) 446-4848
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Spoiler Alert! Syllable counting: it’s a thing.

Joey tries to learn French  

Phonemic awareness, phonemic memory

Sound awareness, discrimination // Sound 

memory

Dr Seuss is brilliant.  We knew that already. 

Fox, socks, box, rocks.

Last line of songs that rhyme:

Don Mclean, American Pie 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yJ_HrZImWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yHTpGog0IY


Address various modalities 
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Discuss with your partner how many 
syllables are in each word:

Emergency   listened  interesting

Police     radio   interested

Apartment   difficulty  information

Restaurant   book   call

Appointment   Hopkinton pronounce

                   Upton  pronunciation

                                                  hospital  
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Discuss with your partner how many 
syllables are in each word:

Let’s try it! 

Grab your blocks…
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VID_28730826_074049_224.mp4

@alana_ortongillingham
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JDFkL_Ynm_5EKJQKPdkXWeROHAnq9sTu/view


Voiced/voiceless + Syllable counting= success! 
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Past tense regular verbs that end in /t/ sound

ED
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Past tense regular verbs that end in /d/ sound
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Regular past tense “ed” game

Let’s 
try it!
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Silent E Rule

VID_316720106_095553_954.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q-mYuzmmLIwJr36cSXRNfC2dpN8hbPxV/view


VID_316250924_231655_969.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q0Sf-axAIsw7HlIpJs2tT0rl290b77NE/view


High level listening and conversation starters

Story Corps

Louisiana boy receives surprising reward after generously giving away his only dollar

Nine-year-old Kelvin Ellis Jr. of Louisiana had just received a dollar for good grades, the only dollar to his name. When he chose to give it away to a man he thought was homeless, he received a surprising reward. Steve Hartman has the story in "On the Road."

"CBS Evening News with Norah O'Donnell" delivers the latest news and original reporting, and goes beyond the headlines with context and depth. Catch the CBS Evening News every weekday night at 6:30 p.m. ET on the CBS Television Network and at 12 a.m. ET on the CBS News app.

Subscribe to the "CBS Evening News" YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/CBSEveningNews
Watch full episodes of "CBS Evening News": https://cbsnews.com/evening-news/full-episodes/
Follow "CBS Evening News" on Instagram: https://instagram.com/cbseveningnews/
Like "CBS Evening News" on Facebook: https://facebook.com/CBSEveningNews
Follow "CBS Evening News" on Twitter: https://twitter.com/CBSEveningNews
Download the CBS News app: https://cbsnews.com/newsletters/
Try Paramount+ free: https://paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-05-10aeh8h

For video licensing inquiries, contact: licensing@veritone.com
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https://storycorps.org/stories/paul-wilson-and-his-daughter-marty/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LpG4qu-9wk
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The differences between male and female brains in 

regard to language:

" Subtle but consistent temporal differences are however 

observed in the auditory processing of phonetic cues 

during speech perception and production."



Strategy: Phonetic spelling
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Strategy:
   Phonetic spelling
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Those Words…
T → 

A little bit
The beach

A sheet of 
paper
sheets on 
my bed

@jessicaribeiroparish
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YouGlish Google
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https://youglish.com/pronounce/rent%20an%20apartment/english/us?
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&ei=HAnbXon6M5HL_QbL2ba4CA&q=pronunciation+emergency&oq=pronunciation+emergency&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzICCAAyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgUIABCRAjoICAAQFhAKEB5QomdYpHlgvntoAHABeACAAX2IAaoHkgEDNi4zmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpeg&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwiJ-LG-m-zpAhWRZd8KHcusDYcQ4dUDCAs&uact=5&safe=active&ssui=on


Can or Can’t?
I can help you.  Iken help you

I can’t  (PAUSE) help you.

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Have your students practice 2 ways:

 Record your voice with theirs; 

then for homework, have them 

send you audio messages

 Give the students a paragraph to 

read with target words.  Use the 

voice recognition function and 

have students talk to the phone 

until the words are recognized.  

Use your smartphone to practice
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Non Lexical Utterances
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Reductions
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zhangsta.io_1262635793.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrdsICSu8nWzbhFRLHxnSRwbfhP1otQ4/view


@farmerlovesphonics

o
w

farmerlovesphonics_53397254.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JLLtRhtxZOmLm3GlLUBuiaT81g_lGrDL/view


farmerlovesphonics_53481920.mp4

@farmerlovesphonics
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JGySsHg1z3lwlFSJecQxytVM1KLjn8F3/view


VID_28740610_003154_736.mp4

@aprendeingles_en90dias
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4izKQPr2U_w-mDCNKyjoASAtvBR0_jk/view


VID_28690823_040113_595.mp4

@simpleamericanaccentFirst Literacy Professional Development Workshop

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JKoS23w-I9bUyB5olH1AHLH_IrYO5N6o/view


VID_28750625_074538_421.mp4

@your_fav_english_teacher
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0kMZDUNfrCw3OS-iyGiA3FnL5EoXlyK/view


All Things Topics

Pronunciation 
Project
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https://www.allthingstopics.com/basic-english-dialogs.html


Listening exercises: for online class, 

homework or in class.

sound_grammar_5-9_present_perfect_time (240p).mp4

Sound and Grammar

Simple Convo Perfect Tense

Sound and Grammar

Screen_Recording_20240509_125043_Chrome.mp4
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1mmDGlc9hV5Xtb3KbuO0YwzXTPsPZxxd9/view
https://vimeo.com/529901322
https://soundgrammar.com/learn/L5-CEFR-B2/L5-09-pres-perfect-change.htm
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1SozoGFqthpIK1rT35S17ReNWV-2oBVWO/view


Quazel AI tutorhttps://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..

Quazel AI tutor

https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga

*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDX

PMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS

4wLjAuMA..

Listening exercises: for online class, 

homework or in class.

Simple Convo Talk to AI
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https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.univerbal.app/?_gl=1*yquwhe*_ga*NTExMzIyNzk3LjE3MTUzMTMyODE.*_ga_ENSLDXPMVX*MTcxNTMxMzI4MS4xLjAuMTcxNTMxMzI4MS4wLjAuMA..


Minimal Pairs
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Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development Workshops at 

www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | X | Instagram 

Questions? Contact Debbie Centamore

IG: @englishwithdebbie

CREDITS: This presentation includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

https://firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/
https://www.facebook.com/firstliteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-literacy/
https://twitter.com/firstliteracy
https://www.instagram.com/firstliteracy/
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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