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First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

For you to come away with:

► an array of study skills and learning routines 

students can use on their own

► concrete student-facing planning tools for 

summer learning

► program-wide summer-project ideas to 

incentivize summer learning

Objectives:



Our Agenda

1. Identifying Independent Learning Skills

2. Explicitly Teaching Skills in Class

3. Choosing What to Practice

4. Accessing Materials and Resources

5. Motivating Learners



Let’s find out about more about 

who is here today!  

Please scan 

the QR Code 

and answer the 

questions.



1.Identifying Independent 

Learning Skills



What skills do students need 

to be able to learn independently?

Chat or Raise your Hand



Why do we need to explicitly 

teach these skills?

“School skills come with schooling.”

“Digital skills come with practice and confidence.”



Time to Think

What language learning 

routines and strategies

do you use in your class 

that students can also use 

independently?



Some Examples of Language 

Learning Strategies & Routines



The Vocabulary List

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GfqLAQ9me7TmKAX1iCXRrBUqntD_Nkta/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113376370603875208914&rtpof=true&sd=true


Vocabulary-Practice Questions

How many syllables are there?

How do you spell _______?

Where is the stress?

Can you give an example of 

the word in a sentence?



Questions for Verb Practice

1. What is this verb in the past tense?

Is it regular or irregular?

1. How do you spell it?

Does it end with a consonant and a y?

1. How you say it? 

How many syllables does it have? 

Where is the stress?



Where's the verb?

Where's the 

subject of the 

verb?

Is there a 

connector?

Where's the complement?



haveThey , butthe same dark eyes they

are different ages .



Time 
to Talk

What language learning routines 

and strategies do you use in your 

class that students can also use 

independently?



Language Learning Strategies
ReadingStrategies?Pronunciation Practice?Spelling Practice?     Writing Strategies?Grammar Strategies?Vocabulary Practice?

Reading Strategies? Pronunciation 
Practice?

Spelling Practice? Writing Strategies?

Grammar Strategies? Vocabulary Practice?

Other Content Learning Strategies
Reading Strategies?Spelling Practice? Writing Strategies?Math Strategies?Vocabulary Practice?

Reading Strategies?

Spelling Practice? Writing Strategies?

Math Strategies? Vocabulary Practice?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WWk5OOfiqx3B3HueQ3Xt-uDi_azWXNr4/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105821069171450821842&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WWk5OOfiqx3B3HueQ3Xt-uDi_azWXNr4/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105821069171450821842&rtpof=true&sd=true


1. Choose a strategy you use often in class. 

2. Name the strategy. Ex: Flashcards

3. Establish the strategy in your class agenda.

4. Reflect: After a using a strategy, ask: 

What did we just do? What are the steps?
Do you like this strategy?  Why?  Why not? 
Will you use this at home?  In what situations?

5. Apply: When assigning independent work, ask:

How are you practice the ___________ ?
What strategies will help you learn this?

Explicitly Teaching a Learning Strategy



Teaching Students 

How to Self-test 

Self-testing Learning from 
Answer Keys

Spelling Practice



A Self-testing Routine

What words do I 

remember?



Another 

Self-testing

Routine



How to Use the Answer Key

Step #1: Compare your work to the answer key.

Step #2:  Highlight your mistakes. 

Step #3:  Write the correct answer next to each 

mistake.

Step #4: If you do not understand the 

correction, ask someone for help.



Spelling Practice

1. Find the misspelled word and highlight it.

2. Write the correct word next to it.

3. Write the spelling word in your spelling practice 

sheet.

4. Cover the word and write it again.

5. Check your work.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15YHOegxvjcYw6jl49tc3bZcSEJWSiGNh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113376370603875208914&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15YHOegxvjcYw6jl49tc3bZcSEJWSiGNh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113376370603875208914&rtpof=true&sd=true


Dictation



What examples of self-

testing did you just hear 

about? 

Time to Think



Have you explored self-

testing in your class? How?

Time to Talk



Our Agenda

1. Identifying Independent Learning Skills

2. Explicitly Teaching Learning Skills in Class

3. Choosing What to Practice

4. Accessing Materials and Resources

5. Motivating Learners

✓
✓



Time to Stretch!

Let’s take 

10 minutes



2.  Choosing What to 

Practice

Giving students opportunities to 

choose what works best for them.



How do you get students 

to reflect on which 

strategies are best for 

them? 

Time to Think



Choice Time Gallery Walk

Study Preferences Monthly Planning 

Class Reflections
Some examples from my class

Choice Time Gallery Walk

Study Preferences Monthly Planning 

Enf of Class Reflections



Class Recap

What was most 

important for 

your learning 

today?



Gallery Walk:  

How can I improve my English?



Choice Time

Get Organized:
Binder

Folder

Spelling Sheets

Sentence Writing:
Complete the 

sentence

Sentence Structure:
Subject-Verb

Complement

Word Order



Choice Time

Conversation 

Cards:
Speaking

Listening

Flashcards:
Vocabulary

Spelling

Pronunciation

Sentences

Q&A Questions:
Sentence Writing

Spelling

Sentence 

Structure:
Subject-Verb

Punctuation



Choice Time on 

CB or Phones

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lb5NHEMpkviBbHgXEdQysAgMl8eSNvFaV55_EoIemOY/edit?usp=sharing


Which activity did you 

choose?

Do you want to use it 

again?  Why? Why not?

What do you think?



Setting Intentions: Monthly Planning



Inventory of Student Study Preferences

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GfFZbWPMSTHcB2SNY5YMBKAt17tXoEctdx5TAjXz_zc/copy


Self-Assessments



Self-Assessment

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScuZXy8Sdi6Y9wrq5-ZQ6F9SVkiTLWhs-ewwih_5KqeEWazAQ/viewform?usp=sharing


How do you get students to 

reflect on their learning 

needs? 

Time to Talk



Our Agenda

1. Identifying Independent Learning Skills

2. Explicitly Teaching Skills in Class

3. Choosing What to Practice

4. Accessing Materials and Resources

5. Motivating Learners

✓
✓

✓



Time to Stretch!

Let’s take 

10 minutes



What materials and resources can 

your students access 

independently?

Chat or Raise your Hand



ESOL Reading Materials

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QNg4fjFhNkWLD7QhfQ_KU5N-8PRdoIvJ0c2q9CUSF7g/edit?usp=sharing


Student Facing Materials: Example



Public Libraries

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CkTx4xRettRLWYeX58vu7SAXocmUhq9I/edit


What other parts of the community 

offer opportunities for student 

learning?

Chat or Raise your Hand



The Community as 

Learning Resource



Bringing it all together:  

Conferencing

A great opportunity for planning students summer learning!



Conferences: Example Questions

1. How are you doing in English class?  

2. What are you doing well?  

3. What do you want to practice more?

4. What is your plan for practicing English this 

summer?



How might you include 

summer learning in your 

student conferences?

Time to Talk



Our Agenda

1. Identifying Independent Learning Skills

2. Explicitly Teaching Skills in Class

3. Choosing What to Practice

4. Accessing Materials and Resources

5. Motivating Learners

✓
✓

✓
✓



Motivating Students

Prizes & Celebrity!

Social Media! Learning 
Logs?

Study Buddies?



Prizes & Celebrity!!!





Time to Talk

How do you motivate your 

students to do independent 

study when classes are not in 

session?



Our Agenda

1. Identifying Independent Learning Skills

2. Explicitly Teaching Skills in Class

3. Choosing What to Practice

4. Accessing Materials and Resources

5. Motivating Learners

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

For you to come away with:

► an array of study skills and learning routines 

students can use on their own

► concrete student-facing planning tools for 

summer learning

► program-wide summer-project ideas to 

incentivize summer learning

Objectives:



Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development 

Workshops at www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | Twitter | Instagram

We want your feedback.

Insert evaluation link 

https://firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/
https://www.facebook.com/firstliteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-literacy/
https://twitter.com/firstliteracy
https://www.instagram.com/firstliteracy/
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