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First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 What experiences bring us here today?

 Complete the link with the Microsoft Form.

Why research?



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Why research?



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Boston Public Library System

 Minuteman Library System

 SAILS Library Network

Public Libraries in Massachusetts



Boston Public Library System

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Minuteman Library
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First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

What kinds of questions occur naturally in your classroom environment? 

What kinds of questions do your students discuss with their peers?

Questions



Questions
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First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

What kinds of problems are presented in required course materials?

What kinds of problems are relevant to the daily lives of your students?

Problem Solving



Problem Solving

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Before students begin to write any paragraphs, they can produce written 
products to support a research paper.

 A source matrix is a document that students use to track articles they have 
discovered, making the discovery process well-documented.

 Classroom discussion activities (with or without note graphic organizers) 
provide students opportunities to discuss and discover questions or 
problems related to classroom peers and community members.

 A quote ranking activity to have students select their quotes in small groups.

Classroom Activities for Pre-Writing



Classroom Activities for Pre-Writing
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Community College Course Catalog

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Screenshot from Mass Bay's 

current course offerings.



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Homework Assignment



Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development Workshops at 

www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | X | Instagram 

We want your feedback. Please be sure to 

complete the evaluation.
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