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First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Students need to know what their peers have been taught in secondary school 
to be on the same level in the tertiary educational environment.

Why research?
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Fill out your information in the Mentimeter link provided.

Homework Assignment
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 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

What tools can we use to set limits on the scope of our students' research?

Teach students to filter database results based on date, document type, and 
Lexile level.

Inquiry Skills
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 Grades 11–12 Writing Standards for Literacy in the Content Areas [WCA] 

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Synthesis can be visual and communicative activities prior to writing a research 
paragraph.

Synthesis
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 Although I require my students to have a thesis prior to writing any of the 
research paper, the first activity they have for a paragraph is choosing which 
quotes they want to use.

 This activity can be communicative and done in small groups.

 The common-core flavored writing styles of the United States are more direct 
than other global writing structures. I find having students focus on the 
quotes first can create a structure for their paragraph writing.

Quotes in a Paragraph
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 One of the greatest strengths of using the library database is the citation 
generator.

 Our students may have come from educational experiences where citations

Quotes...



Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development Workshops at 

www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | X | Instagram 

We want your feedback. Please be sure to 

complete the evaluation.
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